CHAPTER  II.
METHODICS.

IT is assumed that the reader is familiar with the general
arrangements of electrochemical experiments. In the follow-
ing pages only those particulars will receive attention which
are of special importance in the electrolysis of organic com-
pounds. The arrangement which permits the observation of
the decisive potentials, and their control and maintenance at
a' constant, is particularly important. Of importance are
certain electrolyzing apparatus suitable for particular pur-
poses, and also arrangements for stirring, which often de-
cisively influence the course of an experiment.

1. THE CELLS.

Cells of the most varied constructions, depending upon
the problem in hand, are required. The conductivity of the
electrolyte, the necessity of collecting gases, the separation
of the cathode and anode chambers, regulation of the tem-
perature, the variation of the size of the electrode, all demand
certain requirements and arrangements.

Of course, the comprehensiveness of the experiment is also
of great importance. However, only the conditions which enter
into the question of scientific investigations are of interest
here. We shall, therefore, waive the repetition of the technical
arrangements for organic electrochemical processes.

In the simplest case it suffices to immerse the two electrodes
always in a certain position in a glass vessel, and usually
parallel to one another. The vessel is closed with a hermetic-
ally fitting stopper when gases are to be collected. Three
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